Application No. 10/614,899 

Reply to Office Action of February 23, 2007 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable consideration of this application, as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion, is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-5 and 12-17 are presently active in this application, Claims 6-11 are 
withdrawn from further consideration as directed to a non-elected invention, Claim 1 is 
canceled without prejudice, Claims 3-4, 14 and 15 are amended, and Claims 16-17 are added 
by the present amendment. No new matter is added. 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claims 1, 3-4 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as anticipated by Sugawara et al. (U.S. Patent 5,536,995). However, Claims 2, 5, 12, 
1 3 and 1 5 were indicated as allowed. 

Firstly, Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication of allowance for 
Claims 2, 5, 12, 13 and 15. In order to expedite prosecution of the present application, Claim 
1 is canceled, Claims 3-4 are amended to directly or indirectly depend from allowed Claim 2, 
and Claim 14 is amended to depend from allowed Claim 5. Accordingly, it is respectfully 
submitted that Claims 3-4 and 14 patentably define over the applied prior art. 

Further, it is noted that Claim 15 is also amended to depend from allowed Claim 12. 

In addition, the subject matter recited in new Claims 16 and 17 corresponds to that of 
Claims 3 and 4, respectively, and Claims 16 and 17 depend directly or indirectly from 
allowed Claim 5. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that new Claims 16-17 do not raise 
new issues. 

Thus, it is respectfully requested that the present amendment be entered under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.116. 



8 



Application No. 10/614,899 

Reply to Office Action of February 23, 2007 

In view of the amendments and discussions presented above, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the present application is in condition for allowance, and an early action favorable 
to that effect is earnestly solicited. 
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